XI

THE WOMAN QUESTION IN ANCIENT ATHENS

ANYONE who makes a careful perusal of the philosoph-
ical literature of Athens in the fourth century before our
era will be struck with the amount of attention that has
been paid to the question of the social and domestic posi-
tion of woman. If he trace the subject back, he will ob-
serve that in the dramatic literature of the latter part of
the previous century the same problems received the con-
sideration of Euripides and Aristophanes, And the convic-
tion will be forced upon him that this agitation was rooted
in a sociological movement of great import, and that the
dramatic and philosophical writers merely gave a literary
form to the debates which profoundly stirred Athenian
society in the fifth century.

This discussion of woman's rights is a subject of peren-
nial interest, and the underlying currents in such move-
ments are usually the same in every age. They take
their rise, too, not in the efforts of philanthropic men
who recognize that the status of woman is not what it
should be, but in the efforts of the members of the sex
themselves, who are sufficiently intelligent to see that
they, while having an abundant share of the burdens,
have not a fair share of the emoluments of life, and con-
sequently endeavor to better the conditions which environ
themselves and their sisters.
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